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PREFACE. 



While sending forth this simple collection 
of Prayers for Mothers' Meetings, I must offer 
a few words of explanation to those who 
may take it into use, of the motives which 
prompted its publication. 

At the request of many friends I put upon 
paper, with some difficulty I must confess, 
these few extempore prayers, to be employed 
only by those, who lacked courage or a ready 
utterance in offering from their own hearts 
their requests unto God. I cannot but trust 
that they will soon cease to employ any 
poor human assistance, such as this ; and be 
Divinely aided to pour out, with fervour and 
earnestness, their desires, praises, and thanks- 
givings, for themselves, and for those among 
whom they labour for their God. 



VI Preface. 

I will not dwell here upon the duties and 
privileges we enjoy in prayer, when uniting 
at a throne of grace, at our happy * Mothers* 
Meetings/ Feeling the solemnity, impor- 
tance, and difficulty of this subject, I have 
prevailed upon a Clergyman who takes a deep 
interest in the matter, to write a short Intro- 
duction to this little volume. 

In its extreme simplicity and inefficiency, I 
nevertheless here affectionately commend it 
to those who have already so kindly received 
my small works on 'Mothers' Meetings,' in 
which so deep an interest is being increasingly 
evinced in almost every parish throughout our 
highly-favoured land. That God may prosper 
this unpretending effort as a Jtelp only, to 
others in this work and labour of love, is my 
earnest hope and prayer. May it foster the 
spirit of supplication so acceptable to Him, 
who hath Himself said, * Before they call, I 
will answer : and while they are yet speaking 
I will hear.' 



INTRODUCTION. 



For the spiritual sustentation which 
Mothers* Meetings are designed to pro- 
vide, Prayer is an ingredient of paramount 
importance. Many who come to them live 
in an atmosphere of suspicion and doubt, and 
to these, especially when in any * distress of 
mind, body, or estate,* it will often, as a 
matter of experience, supply more strength 
and comfort than the exposition of the Word 
itself. I suppose it is because, as in common 
life, especially among this class of people, a 
personal interview is deemed more satisfac- 
tory than a letter, so a visit to their Father's 
throne of grace conveys to these anxious, 
sorrowing hearts a greater sense of reality 
even than the reading of His message. It is, 
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therefore, a matter of the highest importance 
that the attention of the conductress of the 
meeting should be directed as much to the 
consideration of the Prayer, as to that of 
the Exposition. 

There are certain features which, I venture 
to think, should characterise it 

I. It should be simple in language. The 
vocabulary of the poor, and more especially 
of the rural poor, is far more limited than 
many of those in the classes above them ever 
imagine. They can sometimes understand 
the drift of a long word or two in a sentence 
when listening to a Reading ; but if we put 
words into their mouths, they must be sim- 
plicity itself. Long words in prayer are as cum- 
bersome to them as the king's armour to the 
stripling shepherd of Bethlehem : *They cannot 
go with these, for they have not proved them.' 
It is always difficult to mould our minds to 
others' ideas, and our mouths to others' lan- 
guage. For the poor to assimilate theirs to 
those of the conductress, unless the latter be 
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exceedingly simple, would be well nigh im- 
possible. 

2. The prayer should be simple in idiom 
and expression. The sentences should be 
short. There should be no inversion. The 
'nominative case/ the subject, should stand 
first. If metaphors be employed (which 
should be sparingly) they should be exclu- 
sively Scriptural, or at least of the simplest 
order. Uneducated persons are apt to take 
such expressions literally. 

3. The prayer should be simple in detail. 
It should reach to the minutest wants of 
those in whose behalf it is being offered. 
*In everything by prayer and supplication, 
with thanksgiving, let your requests be 
made known unto God.' * In everything give 
thanks.' There is no possible limit to the 
scope of these commands. 

4. The prayer should be special. Besides 
petitions for Christian graces, and against 
faults common to all, there should be special 
reference to the peculiar cares and trials, per- 
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plexities and temptations, of those in whose 
name it is uttered. These the skilful and ob- 
servant conductress will be able to gather 
partly from private intercourse with the 
mothers at their respective homes, and partly 
from their conversations among themselves. 
I need scarcely add that intercessions for those 
in whose behalf the members of the meeting 
may be in any way interested, should form a 
prominent feature in the Mothers' Meeting 
prayer. 

5. The prayer must not be an oblique 
sermon. While aiming at the expression of 
the needs of each, it should contain nothing 
which could possibly be interpreted as a 
reflection upon any of the persons themselves. 

6. Lastly, there must be in the prayer that 
without which all other qualifications will be 
useless, * a spirit of prayer and of supplication! 
It must be full of * unction! It must be real 
It must be drawn from the depths of a 
heart which fully realises its own needs, and 
thoroughly sympathises with those of others. 
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Direct prayers to GOD the Son and to GOD 
the Holy Spirit, but especially to the 
former, particularly where a portion of a 
Gospel has formed the subject of the expo- 
sition, will be found a great assistance in 
realising that fundamental truth which it is 
now of greater moment than ever to impress 
on the minds of all, and especially upon 
those of the mothers of the rising generation, 

— the Personality of God. 

The authoress of the following Prayers 
has been gifted with a remarkable power of 
impressing the minds, and of winning the at- 
tention, of her poorer sisters. Her previous 
publications have been found exceedingly use- 
ful by others who have sought for guidance 
and direction in their efforts to do good in the 
same sphere of work. Many of these have 
urged her to prepare some outlines of Devo- 
tion, as well as of Exposition. In obedience 
to their request this volume has been com- 
piled. I doubt not but that it will, under 
God, prove as useful as its predecessors, not 
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only in providing a few simple forms of 
supplication, but also in suggesting lines of 
thought, and modes of expression most likely 
to be in harmony with the needs and ideas 
of those whose special welfare is the object of 
these Mothers' Meetings. 



PRAYERS 
FOR MOTHERS' MEETINGS. 



^ragerst for ti)e jFeatibalst antr 
Special Basis. 

FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 

ALMIGHTY GOD, give us grace that we 
may cast away the works of darkness, 
and put upon us the armour of light, now in 
the time of this mortal life, in which Thy Son 
Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility, 
that in the last day, when He shall come again 
in His glorious Majesty to judge both the 
quick and dead, we may rise to the life im- 
mortal, through Him who liveth and reigneth 
with Thee and the Holy Ghost, now and ever. 
Amen. 
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THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 

OLORD JESU CHRIST, who at Thy 
first coming didst send Thy messenger 
to prepare Thy w^y before Thee, grant that 
the ministers and stewards of Thy mysteries 
may likewise so prepare and make ready Thy 
way, by turning the hearts of the disobedient 
to the wisdom of the just, that at Thy second 
coming to judge the world we may be found 
an acceptable people in Thy sight, who livest 
and reignest with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, ever one God, world without end. 
Amen. 



The Nativity of our Lord^ or the Birthday of 
CHRIST^ commonly called 

CHRISTMAS DAY. 

ALMIGHTY GOD, who hast given us 
Thy only-begotten Son to take our 
nature upon Him, and as at this time to be 
bom of a pure Virgin ; grant that we being 
regenerate, and made Thy children by adop- 
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tion and grace, may daily be renewed by Thy 
Holy Spirit ; through the same our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who liveth and reigneth with Thee and 
the same Spirit, ever one God, world without 
end. Amen. 

THE EPIPHANY, 
Or the Manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles, 

OGOD, who by the leading of a star didst 
manifest Thy only-begotten Son to the 
Gentiles ; mercifully grant that we, which 
know Thee now by faith, may after this life 
have the fruition of Thy glorious Godhead ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The first Day ofLenty commonly called 
ASH WEDNESDAY. 

ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, who 
hatest nothing that Thou hast made, 
and dost forgive the sins of all them that are 
penitent; create and make in us new and 
contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting 
our sins, and acknowledging our wretched- 
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ness, may obtain of Thee, the God of all 
mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

OLORD, who for our sake didst fast forty 
days and forty nights; give us grace 
to use such abstinence, that, our flesh being 
subdued to the Spirit, we may ever obey Thy 
godly motions in righteousness, and true holi- 
ness, to Thy honour and glory, who livest and 
reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, 
one God, world without end. Amen. 

GOOD FRIDAY. 

ALMIGHTY GOD, we beseech Thee gra- 
ciously to behold this Thy family, for 
which our Lord Jesus Christ was contented to 
be betrayed, and given up into the hands of 
wicked men, and to suffer death upon the cross, 
who now liveth and reigneth with Thee and 
the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without 
end. Amen. 
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ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, by 
whose Spirit the whole body of the 
Church is governed and sanctified ; Receive 
our supplications and prayers, which we 
offer before Thee for all estates of men in 
Thy holy Church, that every member of the 
same, in his vocation and ministry, may truly 
and godly serve Thee ; through our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

O MERCIFUL GOD, who hast made all 
men, aind hatest nothing that Thou 
hast made, nor wouldest the death of a sinner, 
but rather that he should be converted and 
live : Have mercy upon all Jews, Turks, 
Infidels, and Hereticks, and take from them 
all Ignorance, hardness of heart, and contempt 
of Thy Word; and so fetch them home, 
blessed Lord, to Thy flock, that they may be 
saved among the remnant of the true Israelites, 
and be made one fold under one shepherd, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth 
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with Thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
world without end. Amen. 



EASTER. 

ALMIGHTY GOD, who hast given Thine 
only Son to be unto us both a sacrifice 
for sin, and also an ensample of godly life : 
Give us grace that we may always most thank- 
fully receive that His inestimable benefit, and 
also daily endeavour ourselves to follow the 
blessed steps of His most holy life ; through 
the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

ASCENSION DAY. 

GRANT, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, 
that lijce as we do believe Thy only- 
begotten Son our Lord Jesus Christ to have 
ascended into the heavens ; so we may also in 
heart and mind thither ascend, and with Him 
continually dwell, who liveth and reigneth 
with Thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, 
World without end. Amen. 
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SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION DAY. 

OGOD the King of glory, who hast 
exalted Thine only Son Jesus Christ 
with great triumph unto Thy kingdom in 
heaven : We beseech Thee, leave us not com- 
fortless; but send to us Thine Holy Ghost 
to comfort us, and exalt us unto the same 
place whither our Saviour Christ is gone 
before, who Hveth and reigneth with Thee 
and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without 
end. Amen. 

WHIT SUNDAY. 

GOD, who as at this time didst teach the 
hearts of Thy faithful people, by the 
sending to them the light of Thy Holy Spirit 5 
grant us by the same Spirit to have a right 
judgment in all things, and evefmore to re- 
joice in His holy comfoft ; through the merits 
of Christ Jesus our Saviour, who liveth and 
reigneth with Thee, in the unity of the same 
Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen. 
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TRINITY SUNDAY. 

ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, who 
hast given unto us Thy servants grace 
by the confession of a true faith to acknow- 
ledge the glory of the eternal Trinity, and in 
the power of the Divine Majesty to worship 
the unity : We beseech Thee, that Thou 
wouldest keep us steadfast in this faith, and 
evermore defend us from all adversities, who 
livest and reignest, one God, world without 
end. Amen. 

ALL SAINTS' DAY. 

O ALMIGHTY GOD, who hast knit 
together Thine elect in one commu- 
nion and fellowship, in the mystical body of 
Thy Son Christ our Lord ; grant us grace so 
to follow Thy blessed saints in all virtuous 
and godly living, that we may come to those 
unspeakable joys, which Thou hast prepared 
for them that unfeignedly love Thee ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen* 
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If the incomparable Collects of our Church are not 
deemed the most useful and suitable, one or other of 
these simple Prayers can be offered. 

OTHOU who hast promised that where 
two or three are gathered together in 
Thy name, Thou wilt be in the midst of them, 
look down now, we earnestly pray Thee, upon 
this Mothers* Meeting. Open our hearts to 
receive gladly Thy holy Scriptures, which will 
be taught to us now; may we joyfully sing 
Thy praises, and pray to Thee with our hearts, 
and not with our lips only ; all which we ask 
in the name of Jesus Christ Amen. 

GREAT GOD, help us now to come 
humbly and reverently into Thy holy 
presence, with prayer and praise, with con- 
fession of sin, and with true thanksgiving. Be 
amongst us, to bless us. May we learn in this 
place to think less of this perishing world, and 
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more of heaven ; to be less anxious about our 
poor bodies, and more earnest for the good 
of our immortal souls. When we leave this 
Meeting, may we all take away some holy, 
happy lessons to our homes, and may every- 
one 9ee that we have been with Jesus. Hear 
us in this, our united prayer, for His sake 
whom Thou hearest always, even Jesus Christ, 
our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 

ALMIGHTY FATHER, Thine eye rests 
upon us now, as we fall low on our 
knees before Thy footstool ; Thine ear is open 
to our cry ; Thou art not far from every one 
of us. Listen from heaven, Thy dwelling 
place, to us this afternoon, while we confess 
unto Thee our sins, which are many and 
great. O God ! we cry unto Thee from our 
hearts, each one of us, * God be merciful to 
me a sinner.' We know that Thou wilt cast 
away our sins into the depths of the sea. We 
know that Thou art merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy. We 
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know that there is forgiveness with Thee, and 
a free pardon in Christ Jesus Thy Son. We 
pray to Thee now, with all prayer and suppli- 
cation in the Spirit, that we may have all our . 
sins blotted out of Thy book of remembrance, 
and our souls washed in the precious blood 
which was shed on Calvary for us, and for 
all mankind. 

Give us true, heartfelt penitence first, blessed 
Lord, and then give us Thy free pardon, and 
Thy joy and peace in believing. Do Thou 
finish in each one of us, Thy servants, the good 
work which we trust Thou hast begun in us, 
by Thy grace and power. 

We bless and praise Thy holy name for all 
Thy mercies vouchsafed unto us ; for our Cre- 
ation, Preservation, and for all the blessings of 
this life. Give us a more glowing love and 
greater thankfulness to Thee. May we leave 
ourselves, and all that belong to us, in Thy 
hands. Give us a meek, gentle, quiet spirit. 
May we rest in Thy love, and ever live more 
and more to Thine honour and glory day by 
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day. Bless us ere we go, gracious God, and all 
whom we love, both those far off, and those 
near to us, with Thy choicest blessings. We 
ask all these mercies, for Jesus Christ our 
Saviour's sake. Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 

OLORD GOD, merciful and gracious, 
save Thy servants, who put their trust 
in Thee. We have sinned, we have done 
wickedly. Be not extreme to mark iniquity, 
but according to the multitude of Thy tender 
mercies, do away our offences. Heavenly 
Father, we come before Thee now as one 
Christian family to thank Thee for all Thy 
blessings, spiritual and temporal, more in 
number than the sand upon the sea shore, 
which Thou hast showered down upon us. 
We do not deserve the least of them at Thine 
hands, for we are all unprofitable servants. 

Make us more thankful to Thee, and may 
we show forth our thankfulness, not with our 
lips only, but in our lives, by giving up our- 
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selves to Thy service. We thank Thee chiefly 
and above all for the gift of our Saviour, who 
gave His precious life-blood for us ; for the 
Holy Ghost the Comforter, who makes the 
penitent heart His dwelling-place; for the 
hope of heaven hereafter ; for Thy throne of 
grace, where all may obtain mercy and pardon 
and peace, and find grace to help in time of 
need. 

We thank Thee also for the means of grace 
Thou hast granted to us, for Thy Holy Word 
to be a lamp unto our feet and a light unto 
our path ; for Thy Holy Communion, wherein 
we may, by faith, be made one with Christ 
and Christ with us. We thank Thee for Thy 
holy Day of rest, when we may fix our 
thoughts on Thee, go up to Thy house of 
prayer, and there unite in praise and thanks- 
giving, and also for Thy Ministers, who are 
set over us to teach us the way of salvation. 
For all these precious gifts we bless and 
praise Thy holy name. We desire to leave 
ourselves in Thy hands, in Thy safe keeping. 
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Do with us as Thou seest to be for our eternal 
good. Hear us in these our imperfect prayers,^ 
pardon all our shortcomings, and give us all 
things needful for our souls and bodies : all 
which we humbly ask for Jesus Christ's sake. 
Amen. 

Our Father, &c. 
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iPrasetiS on cloising X\z Meeting* 

O GRACIOUS GOD and most merciful 
Father, we kneel before Thee to-day, 
as one Christian family, to thank Thee for 
Thy great goodness in permitting us to meet 
before Thy merey-seat with prayer and praise, 
as members of this our * Mothers' Meeting/ 
Help us, we pray Thee, to come into Thy 
sacred presence with reverence and godly 
fear. Spare us who now confess our sins unto 
Thee. Listen to our poor prayers, and accept 
our imperfect praises and thanksgivings, for 
the sake of Thy dear Son Jesus Christ. 

Be very near to us, we beseech Thee, at this 
time ; teach us how to pray, and what to pray 
for. We come to Thee as guilty sinners, born 
in sin, full of sins, to implore Thy pardon. 
Wash every soul now kneeling in Thy sacred 
presence in Thy dear Son's most precious 
blood, and keep them pure and clean, and free 
from guilt. Oh! do Thou fill us with Thy 
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grace, and grant to each one of us Thy help 
and guidance toward heaven. Give us a rich 
blessing from Thine hand upon our happy- 
gatherings here. May we love Thy holy 
Word more and more, and whenever we come 
here may we learn some words which will do 
good to our souls for ever. 

[We ask Thy blessing upon Thy servant 
whom Thou hast sent to us to point us to 
Thee, to teach us Thy Word, to lead us to 
Thy house of prayer on earth, and to help us 
to think more of heaven and of those things 
which belong to our eternal peace. May she 
have the happiness of leading many among us 
to Jesus Christ, as our best and. only true 
friend, for life and for death.] May these little 
meetings prove a rich blessing to us all, as 
wives and mothers. We thank Thee for Thy 
goodness in allowing us to meet thus often 
together. May every one of us here learn 
to think solemnly of death, of judgment, and 
of eternity, and seek above all things the 
salvation of our own souls, and of all near and 
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dear to us. Go with us to our homes, and 
abide with us there, we beseech Thee. Send 
us away now with Thy blessing, for Jesus 
Christ's sake. Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 

HOLY, holy, holy. Lord God Almighty, 
Thom art great and glorious, and yet 
dost graciously look down from Heaven, to 
listen to our simple prayers, and hast pro- 
mised in Thy Blessed Word, to be in the 
midst of Thy people whenever they draw 
near to Thee, in penitence and true sorrow 
for their sins. 

We are vile and worthless creatures. O 
Saviour, we cry aloud to Thee now for 
pardon and for mercy ! Wash away all our 
sins, in that Fountain which Thou didst open 
for all uncleanness. Help us to know and 
to feel how very sinful we appear before 
Thee, in whose sight the Very heavens afe 
not clean. Save us, we pfay Thee, and all 
near and dear to us. We desire, to-day, to 
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bring before Thee particularly our husbands. 
Make each one to be Thy true servant, 
fearing, loving, serving Thee. And may we, 
as wives, help them on their way to Heaven. 
Help us, gracious God, to make their homes 
the dwellings of love, and comfort, and happi- 
ness, and peace. May we show them that 
true religion helps us to do our duty to 
them, to think for their comfort as well as 
for their souls' good. Make us gentle, 
amiable, tender, affectionate, toward them. 
May we not speak harsh words to them, or 
show angry tempers to them, but bring forth 
in our homes the fruits of the Spirit. 

And we earnestly pray to Thee, O Thou 
good Shepherd, for the children whom Thou 
hast given to us. May we remember that 
they are only lent to us to train for Thee. 
May we be tender to the lambs of Thy fold. 
May we lead them, from their earliest child- 
hood, to love Thee, blessed Jesus, who doth 
so love the little ones of Thy flock. May 
we dedicate them to Thee, as soon as they 
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are sent to us, in Holy Baptism ; and do 
Thou give to them Thy Holy Spirit, and 
receive them into Thy Church, and into the 
arms of Thy mercy. And may they hence- 
forth continue to be * Thy faithful soldiers and 
servants unto their lives' ends.' 

Hear us, answer us, to-day, blessed Jesus, 
in our weakness, as wives and mothers ; guide, 
strengthen, bless us ; and give us, we beseech 
Thee, more and more love and gratitude to 
Thee, for Thy sake, our only Mediator and 
Advocate. Amen. 

Our Father, &c. 

OETE RNAL GIVER of all good gifts, 
draw very near to us now, we be- 
seech Thee, as we come to Thy mercy-seat, 
just as we are, full of sinfulness, to pray for 
forgiveness. O pity us, for Jesus' sake. Blot 
out every sin with His most precious blood, 
shed for each one of us ; grant us pardon ; 
give us peace. Make us to feel and to know 
that we are Thine, now and for evermore. 
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Give us grace to become daily more like 
Thy dear Son, who gave Himself for us. 
Our wants are great and many. Supply us 
out of Thy goodness, both for soul and body. 
We thank Thee, gracious Lord, for all Thy 
many blessings and mercies, given to us ever 
since we were born into this world ; for food 
and clothing, a home to dwell in, kind friends 
to care for us, a faithful minister to lead us 
to Thee, and for a measure of health and 
strength to serve Thee, and to do our daily 
work. But above all, we bless and praise 
Thy glorious Name, for the precious gift of 
Thine only and beloved Son, sent down to 
shed His blood for us, to give His life to save 
us from everlasting death. Warm our cold 
hearts, and make them love Thee more and 
more, when remembering Thy great love to 
us sinners. 

Oh our Father, we want to be holier, 
happier Christians, to rejoice always in Thee, 
Who hast done so much for us* We are 
often very weary; but Thou hast invited us 
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to come to Thee. May we rest our wearied 
souls in Thy love. When we are ready to 
faint under our trials, do Thou uphold us; 
when about to take a wrong step, do Thou 
check us ; when about to fall, do Thou hold 
us up, and we shall be safe. When cast 
down and sad, oh do Thou cheer and com- 
fort us ! Be, now and ever, our Guide, our 
best Friend, our unfailing Comforter. Hear 
these, our feeble prayers, for Jesus Christ's 
sake. Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 

OTHOU that hearest prayer, we come to 
Thee to-day to beg for Thy blessing 
upon us, who are gathered together in the 
name of Jesus, Thy dear Son. Look down 
from heaven. Thy dwelling-place, upon this 
* Mothers' Meeting,' while we confess our sins 
to Thee, and earnestly pray to Thee for par- 
don and forgiveness. Every one of us, now 
kneeling before Thy throne of grace, is a sin- 
ner. Wash every soul in Thy Son's most 

C 
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precious blood. Create in us a clean heart, 
O God ; renew a right spirit within us. We 
bless and praise Thee for our many and great 
mercies, which are all more than we deserve 
at Thy hands. 

We thank Thee that we can thus meet 
together, as one band of sisters, to read Thy 
Holy Word, to sing Thy praises, to pray to 
Thee, to ask for all things which we need, for 
our souls and for our bodies. Grant unto us 
a thankful heart. Some of us are very poor, 
but may we be rich in faith, and in love to 
Thee. Many of us are weak and suffering ; 
help us patiently to bear all that Thou art 
pleased to send upon us. We bring to Thee 
all our great sorrows, and all our little worries, 
our trials, anxieties, and cares. Give us relief 
from them, if it be Thy Holy will ; but if not, 
give us grace to bear them patiently, and to 
say from our hearts, * Father, not niy will, but 
Thine be done.' Send Thy Holy Spirit into 
our hearts, to make them pure, and fit for 
Thee to dwell in. We earnestly pray to 
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Thee for all whom we love, whether absent 
or present. Save us, one and all, with Thy 
great salvation ; and finally bring us to Thy 
blessed home above, there to live with Thee 
for evermore, for the sake of Jesus Christ 
our Saviour. Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 

OTHOU who never slumberest or sleepest, 
but whose ear is ever open to our 
prayers, by night and by day, look down 
from heaven. Thy dwelling-place, we beseech 
Thee, upon us this afternoon, while we bow 
before Thee, as a band of mothers, seeking 
pardon for the sins we have committed against 
Thee since last we met together at the throne 
of Thy grace. Be very near to every soul 
now before Thee, gracious God ; bind us more 
and more to Thyself, keep us close to Thee, 
may we each be one with Thee. We confess 
that we are great and grievous sinners, we 
have broken Thy commandments, and done 
amiss in thought, word, and deed ; make us 
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full of sorrow for our wickedness. We come 
to Thee, low on our knees, to beg for forgive- 
ness. We do not deserve pardon, but Thou 
art so merciful and gracious that we know 
that Thou wilt forgive us, and love us freely, 
for Christ's sake. We have such an evil heart 
within us, oh ! do Thou change it by Thy 
Holy Spirit. We have so many temptations 
to sin ; help us to resist them all by Thy 
grace. We do not trust to ourselves, we are 
so weak, so helpless ; and therefore we come 
to Thee for strength, and for guidance. Lead 
Thou us on, and we shall be safe. 

Blessed Jesus ! we have so many trials to 
bear, as Thou knowest. Some of us are very 
poor, and know not where to get our daily 
bread ; supply all our needs, we pray Thee, 
and give us food and clothing, if it be Thy will, 
and make us contented therewith. May we 
ever remember that Thou didst for our sakes 
become poor also. May we be rich in faith, 
and in love to Thee and to Thy people ; and 
although we may not have much of this 
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world's goods, may we be ever ready to do 
little deeds of kindness to one another, to 
speak a loving word, for Thy dear sake, to 
those in sickness or in sorro\y'. Guide us day 
by day, and hour by hour, in Thy faith, fear, 
and love, and never leave us or forsake us. 
Hear us in our united fervent prayer, for 
Thine own Name's sake. Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 

OLORD GOD, Lamb of God, that takest 
away the sins of the world, take away 
our sins, we humbly but earnestly pray Thee 
this day. We are not worthy to come into 
Thy presence, but Thou hast assured us that 
those who come to Thee Thou wilt graciously 
call Thy sons and daughters. Cast us not 
away from Thy presence. Take not Thy 
Holy Spirit from us. Pardon, cleanse, and 
purify every one of us, even now, we pray 
Thee. We adore Thee for Thy great love in 
shedding for us Thy precious blood upon the 
cross, in dying for us sinners, to save our 
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souls from eternal death. Pour out a shower 
of spiritual blessings upon us to-day, we be- 
seech Thee. We plead for our beloved pastor^ 
whom Thou hast set over us in this parish. 
Do Thou Thyself teach him, that he may teach 
us. Strengthen him with Thy Holy Spirit 
May Thy grace descend upon him. May he 
win many souls to Thee, and in the last great 
day may many rise up and call him blessed. 
Wc pray for our Queen. May we honour 
and obey her, and all in authority under her, 
according to Thy Holy Word. 

We plead for an abundant blessing also 
upon the District Visitors and Sunday-school 
Teachers in our parish, who labour among us 
for the good of our souls and bodies. While 
they work for us, and for our children, do 
Thou, gracious God, reward their works and 
labours of love in Thy name, and prosper all 
they do to promote Thy honour and glory in 
this place. We praise Thee for all Thy past 
goodness to us. We are not thankful enough 
to Thee for Thy favours to us day by day. 
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Make us more mindful of our mercies. We 
pray for a blessing also upon all the efforts of 
Thy people to bring the heathen in distant 
lands to Thee, and to bring back wanderers, 
both of Jews and Gentiles, to Thy fold. 
Hasten the glorious time when all shall know 
Thee, from the least to the greatest. We 
thank Thee for thus permitting us to join in 
prayer to Thee, to ask for all that we need ; 
and in Thine own words we further pray, 
saying, 

Our Father, &c. 
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T^HE grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Ghost, be with us all, evermore. 
Amen. 



T^HE peace of God, which passeth all un- 
derstanding, keep our hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, and of His 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord, And the blessing 
of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost, be amongst us, and remain 
with us always. Amen. 

HTHE Lord bless us, and keep us. The 
Lord make His face to shine upon us, 
and be gracious unto us. The Lord lift up 
the light of His countenance upon us, and 
give us peace, both now and evermore. 
Amen. 
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r^ RACE, mercy, and peace, from God our 
Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ 
our Saviour, and from the Holy Ghost the 
Comforter, be upon us, and upon all who arc 
dear to us, now and ever. Amen. 



/^OD the Father, God the Son, God the 
Holy Ghost, bless, preserve, and keep 
us. The Lord mercifully with His favour look 
upon us, and fill us with all spiritual benedic- 
tion and grace, that we may so live together 
in this life, that in the world to come we may 
have life everlasting. Amen. 

TVrOW unto the King eternal, immortal, 
invisible, the only wise God, be power 
and glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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OTHOU blessed Saviour of the world, 
we beseech Thee to draw very near to 
each one of us, at this solemn season. Waken 
our slumbering souls from the sleep of sin 
and death. Make this Advent season to 
every one of us a time of serious thought, 
and of earnest repentance, and of deep 
sorrow for sin. O Lord Jesus, we would 
desire now to think solemnly of Thy second 
coming to judge the world. May we be 
watchful, and be ever striving to prepare for 
that great and awful day. Oh ! fit us for it, 
that we may be able to welcome Thee with 
joy, and not with grief, when Thou dost come 
to judge the world suddenly, as a thief in the 
night. May we all be found with our loins 
girt, and our lamps burning, ready to meet 
Thee, nay longing for Thine appearing. Oh, 
have mercy upon those among us who are 
neglecting to prepare for death and for judg- 
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ment, and for Thy second coming. Rouse 
them from their danger, teach them to flee 
from the wrath to come, to lay hold of eternal 
life. May we all behold Thee now standing 
at the door of our hearts, as a loving, com- 
passionate Saviour, and remember that one 
day Thou wilt come again, in Thy glorious 
Majesty, to judge both the quick and the 
dead, and that every one will be summoned to 
appear before Thy judgment seat, and give an 
account of herself to Thee. Not one of us, or 
any belonging to us, will then be absent. 
Every eye shall see Thee. May we, then, 
arise in Thy strength, and fight the good fight, 
and lay hold of eternal life ; so that at Thy 
second coming to judge the world, we may be 
found an acceptable people in Thy sight. 

Bless, cheer, and strengthen, specially at 
this Advent time. Thy ministers, whom Thou 
hast sent to turn the hearts of the disobedient 
to the wisdom of the just ; may they speak a 
word in season to each one of us, to the saving 
of our souls, and may many among us be 
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their joy and crown of rejoicing in the last 
great day. And may they themselves be 
among the wise who shall shine as the bright- 
ness of the firmament, and as the stars for 
ever and ever. Prepare Thy Church, and 
make it ready for Thy coming. 

Graciously hear and accept these our poor 
prayers, for Thine own sake. Amen. 

Our Father, &c. 
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GLORY be to Thee, Lord most high ! 
We give thanks to Thee for Thy 
great glory, for that Thou hast visited and 
redeemed Thy people, and hast raised up a 
mighty salvation for us in the house of Thy 
servant David. 

We, as a little band of thankful, joyful 
mothers, come humbly into Thy sacred pre- 
sence, on this great and glorious Festival, to 
join our voices with the angels' song in 
praising Thee. 

We gather by faith in Bethlehem, around 
Thine infant cradle, and as mothers we gaze 
fondly upon Thy baby form, made in the 
likeness of man — made like unto our own 
loved babes, blessed Lord Jesus ! yet without 
sin. We praise Thee for Thy condescension, 
for Thy great love in coming down from 
heaven, to become poor for our sakes, that wc 
through Thy poverty might be made rich. 
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Oh blessed Saviour, we cannot bring to Thee 
rich offerings of gold to implore Thy favour ; 
but we, poor sinful mothers, pray Thee, oh our 
gracious Redeemer, to accept the love of our 
hearts ; make us, keep us Thine. 

Be among us here, and in our homes at 
this happy Christmas time. Be with us in 
Thy Sanctuary : may we go there as one 
family, to pray to Thee, to bless Thee. Give 
us much comfort and blessing when partaking 
there of the emblems of Thy dying love, in 
the Holy Communion. Give us a holy, happy 
Christmas. May we rejoice with those that 
do rejoice, and also weep with those that 
weep, while they miss the loved ones who are 
gone from them, at this joyous season. Fill 
us with thankfulness that we are still spared 
to sing Thy praises here on earth, and may 
every one of us now kneeling before Thee, 
with all dear to us, look forward to that 
better world where we may join the heavenly 
chorus, amid that great multitude whom no 
man can number, who rest not day and night 
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from singing Thy praises for ever and ever. 
Hear us, we humbly pray Thee, for Thine 
own Name's sake. Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 
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OGOD, the Father of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, who hast in 
mercy called each one of us now kneeling 
before Thee out of darkness, into Thy mar- 
vellous light, we desire to praise and magnify 
Thy holy name for permitting us to learn of 
Thee by coming into Thy sacred presence. 
Open our eyes that we may know Thee to 
be indeed *a light to lighten the Gentiles, 
and the glory of Thy people Israel.' Let 
us walk in Thy light, as children of the 
light. 

O God, who didst as at this time command 
the star to shine, to lead those afar off into 
the very presence of Thy dear Son Jesus 
Christ, we beseech Thee to shine into our 
hearts, and to fill them with Thy holy, hea- 
venly peace and light. Oh send out Thy light 
and Thy truth, that they may lead us to Thy 
holy hill, and to Thy dwelling. In Thy light 
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may we see light Say to each one of our souls, 
* Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from 
the dead, and Christ shall give thee 'light* 
Speak, Lord, for Thy servants hear. 

We cannot offer unto Thee any precious 
gifts of gold, or treasure of this world's goods, 
for many among us are poor and needy ; but 
we would offer unto Thee, O Lord, ourselves, 
our souls and bodies. We know they are 
dear unto Thee : we pray Thee to accept them 
as a willing sacrifice, for Christ's sake. 

Thou art the Father of lights, make Thy 
Word in very truth a lamp unto our feet, and 
a light unto our path. May it give to us 
cheerful hopes, and blessed promises of happi- 
ness above. May we learn to love it more 
and more, to search out the precious jewels 
of truth which are to be found there, in a 
lowly, prayerful spirit May we follow its 
guidance, as a bright star which leads us 
onward and upward* May we know Thee 
now by faith, and hereafter see Thee as Thou 
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art, in the bright glories of Thine everlasting 
kingdom above, through the merits of our 
dear Redeemer Jesus Christ. Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 
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Hent. 

r>^ ALMIGHTY and most merciful Father, 
^^ we would at this time humble ourselves 
before Thee, in dust and ashes, for our great 
and grievous sins. We thank Thee that a 
special season is set apart for us to think 
upon and mourn over, more than we are 
wont to do, our misdeeds before Thee, our 
God. Pour out upon every member of this 
'Mothers' Meeting' Thy Holy Spirit, and 
give, to each one, true sorrow and peni- 
tence. Help us to turn to Thee with all 
our hearts in repentance, while the door of 
Thy mercy is still wide open to receive us. 
Be favourable unto us, be favourable. Ac- 
cept us, for Thy great mercy's sake, in Jesus 
Christ For His sake let Thine anger turn 
from us. Wash our souls in the blood which 
He freely shed for us upon the cross. Give 
us this day Thy Holy Spirit. May He guide 
us into all truth, and dwell within us for ever. 
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Let us again thank Thee for Thy goodness 
in showing us our wickedness, and in giving 
us Thy Blessed Son to be our Saviour, and to 
cleanse us from all our sins. Lord, we desire 
to examine our hearts and our lives at this 
time. Forgive all our faults of temper, our 
angry words, our unkind thoughts of one 
another. Thou knowest them all. Forgive 
our hasty conduct to our husbands and to our 
children. Make us more gentle, more patient, 
more tender, toward them, and more like Thee 
in all things. May we set them a Christian 
example of love and meekness. May we 
carefully train our little *ones for Thee and 
for Thy service ; and while ever striving to 
make them happy here, may we teach them 
to seek first Thy kingdom and righteousness. 
May we deeply repent of our sins past, and 
serve Thee more faithfully in time to come, 
walking before Thee in newness of life, to 
Thine honour and glory, for the sake of Him 
whom Thou hearest always, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Ameil. 
Our Father, &c. 
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OTHOU most merciful God, at this 
solemn time, we would beseech Thee 
of Thy great mercy to look down upon us, 
and pitifully to behold us sinners, lost, as we 
must have been, but that Thou didst, as at 
this time, send Thine only Son Jesus Christ 
to suffer a cruel death upon the cross, for our 
sins, and for the sins of the whole world. 
Oh, turn away Thine anger from us, for the 
sake of Thy Son, who Himself bore our guilt 
upon the accursed tree. 

Blessed Jesus! we bless Thee, we give 
thanks to Thee, for Thy great goodness, for 
Thy wondrous love in dying for us, in pour- 
ing out for us Thy precious life-blood. Make 
us to mourn deeply for the sins which made 
Thee bear this heavy cross, which made Thee 
drink this bitter cup of sorrow and of agony 
and of woe, which made Thee even lay down 
Thy life itself for ys men and for our salvs^tion. 



54 Prayers for 

Wash us one and all in that life-giving stream 
which Thou didst shed for us to-day. May 
we humbly look up to Thee, and try to be 
more like Thee in love to others, in forgive- 
ness to those who are unkind to us. May we 
by faith gaze upon Thee on that cross of 
suffering, and never more think much of our 
own little sicknesses or pains, when we re- 
member all that Thou didst suffer there for 
us, even to death itself. May we all go to 
Thee, as the Rock of Ages, cleft for each one 
of us, and look on Thee whom our sins have 
pierced, and mourn ; and in humility, peni- 
tence, and prayer, receive pardon and peace. 
We to-day pray for all most dear to us, 
that they may accept Thy great salvation. 
We pray also very earnestly for all who love 
Thee not, both Jews and Gentiles. May Thy 
chosen people Israel learn to know Thee to 
be their true Messiah, and may Thy blood be 
upon them, to pardon and to cleanse them. 
Bring them back into Thy fold, we beseech 
Thee. May we and they cry out, each one 
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of us, * O Thou Lamb of God, that takest 
away the sins of the world, have mercy upon 
us!* Receive our prayer, for Thine own 
blessed Name's sake. Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 



56 Prayers for 



OTHOU blessed and risen Saviour, we 
desire to approach Thee to-day, to 
bless Thy great name, for Thy glorious Resur- 
rection. We, Christian mothers, would adore 
Thee to-day with very thankful hearts, for in 
all our sorrows and trials and sins Thou ever 
livest at God's right hand to make intercession 
for us. When our loved ones are called away 
from our side, and we mourn the lost, the dear, 
Thou still livest to soothe, to comfort, to cheer 
our sad hearts, and to assure us that those 
who sleep in Thee, blessed Lord Jesus, will 
God bring with Thee, at the last great Day. 
When our dying hour draws near, and the 
cold dews of death are upon our heads, may 
we have then in that dark hour the joy of 
Thy presence. Do Thou stand by our bed of 
death, and make all bright to us. Let Thine 
everlasting arms be underneath us, and carry 
us safely through the dark valley into Thy 
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glorious presence above. Thou hast pro- 
mised to swallow up death in victory, and 
Thyself to wipe away the tears from off all 
faces. 

Oh ! raise our affections out of this perish- 
ing world to the land of light and immortality. 
Lord Jesus, we are too anxious about the 
trifles of our daily life. May we fulfil our 
duties, hour by hour, as in Thy sight, and 
to Thy glory, looking unto Thee for Thy 
promised grace. May we fix our affections on 
things above, not on things on the earth. May 
every one of us choose the one thing needful, 
and, like Mary of old, sit at Thy feet, and 
there worship Thee, and learn of Thee. And 
oh ! blessed Jesus, may we be able to rejoice 
that Thou art risen again for our justification. 
Count us worthy by Thy merits alone to see 
Thy face, in Thy glorious kingdom above. 
May not one of this little band of mothers 
be wanting there. Grant these our petitions 
for Thy Name's sake. Amen. 

Our Father, &c. 
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GREAT and glorious God ! we desire now 
to draw ourselves away from our daily 
work and our labours, and to enter into Thy 
sacred presence in all humility and godly fear. 
Gracious Jesus, look down in love and in jnercy 
upon each one of us poor sinful mothers, who 
wish to spend a few moments with Thee in 
prayer and praise. Help us now to look up 
to Thee, and to worship Thee as our King and 
our God, as the one great High Priest of Thy 
Church on earth. Thou hast, at this time, 
ascended into heaven ; Thou sittest at the 
right hand of God. For us sinners Thou dost 
plead with Thy Father, before His throne. 
Remember each one of us, blessed loving Sa- 
viour. We are so weak, so erring, so frail. 
Do Thou help us, and guide us. Look down 
from heaven. Thy dwelling-place, to forgive, 
to bless us. Prepare us for death and for judg- 
ment. May we live every day as though it 
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were the last we were to spend on earth. 
Prepare us for Thy second coming, for the 
day of Thine appearing, when every eye shall 
see Thee. Make us all ready to meet Thee 
with joy and thankfulness^ not with grief and 
fear. May we help one another to live to 
Thee, by a holy, calm, thankful spirit of love 
toward Thee, O our Saviour. May we prove 
that we are risen with Christ, by setting our 
best affections upon things above, not on 
things on the earth. Mercifully forgive all 
that we have asked amiss in these our prayers, 
and grant all that Thou knowest to be good 
for each one of us. To Thee, O Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, be glory and honour, now, 
henceforth, and for ever. Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 
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8Sti)ftsiuntilie. 

OOUR God, we beseech Thee specially 
to look down upon us, Thy humble 
servants, at the return of this holy, solemn 
Festival. Bless us one and all, the members of 
this our * Mothers' Meeting,' as at this solemn 
time we desire, old and young, to love Thee 
more and more. We all want to thank Thee 
from our grateful hearts that Thou didst so 
graciously send down upon Thy Church Thy 
Holy Ghost to comfort us. Oh ! may that 
spirit of love, of mercy, and of truth, be shed 
abroad in all our hearts. May that holy Dove 
hover around us, one and all. May that holy 
Comforter be our souls' best and most wel- 
come guest evermore, to heal our wounds, to 
guide our footsteps, to sanctify our hearts. Oh, 
blest Redeemer, we adore Thee for sending 
down upon us this gracious Spirit, this Divine 
Comforter. Oh ! may He dwell and abide in 
every heart here before Thee, 
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We all need Thy holy comfort. We are 
often very sad ; we have, Lord, Thou knowest, 
many sorrows, trials, cares, worries, in our home 
lives. And we are, many of us, very poor 
and needy. Cheer us with the sweet comfort 
of Thy Holy Spirit to bear our anxieties and 
our sorrows. Many among us are suffering 
the loss of loved ones during the year that is 
past. We weep, we cry aloud in our grief 
over these losses, these sorrows, these bereave- 
ments. Send Thy Holy Ghost, and pour into 
our aching hearts His healing, soothing balm, 
enabling us to say in life, or in death, Thy will 
be done, all is well ! 

Blessed be the name of the Lord, hence- 
forth, and for evermore. Hear these our prayers 
for Jesus* sake. Amen. 

Our Father, &c. 
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W^z Hast SBas of tf)e Year. 

r~\ LORD Jesus Christ, who art the same 
^^ yesterday, to-day, and for ever, we 
come to thank Thee for having brought us 
all to see the close of another Year ; and for 
having kept us alive and preserved us from 
all the dangers which surrounded us during 
its course. We thank Thee that we are yet 
spared to repent of our sins, to humble our- 
selves before Thee for our transgressions, 
to turn to Thee with all our hearts, in sor- 
row, and repentance, and prayer. Wash us 
thoroughly from our wickedness. Blot out 
as a thick cloud our transgressions, and as a 
cloud our sins. Pardon our misdoings, and 
cleanse our hearts, and renew a right spirit 
within us. 

May we each and all of us remember that, 
for our sins, we deserve eternal punishment. 
But, glory be to Thy Name, Thou didst come 
into this world to save us, oiie and all, from 
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everlasting death. Thou art the only Atone- 
ment for our sins. Help us now anxiously to 
lay hold of Thee, to cling to Thee, to look up 
to Thee. May we ever remember that our life 
is but a vapour, a shadow, which appeareth 
for a little time, and then vanisheth away; 
that here we have no continuing city ; that 
change and decay are written on all things 
here below, but that Thou art the same ever- 
more. 

O God our Father, it is of Thy goodness 
we are not consumed, because Thy compas- 
sions fail not ; Thy love and Thy mercy have 
spared us from our youth up until now. We 
thank Thee for the measure of health we 
enjoy, for the food Thou sendest to us, for 
the home we dwell in, for the dear ones 
spared to us, and for the means of grace and 
the bright hope of future glory. 

We bless Thee, that amid all our trials, 
sorrows, troubles, and wants, we can ever 
come to Thee as to a tender, loving Father. 
ThoU wilt give us help in our times of need, 
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strength to bear all that Thou sendest to us 
during the new year now opening upon us. 
Give us grace during this year to live each 
day nearer to Thee. Help us to walk in 
Thy footsteps, to try to serve Thee ourselves 
more truly, and to lead others to Thee. 
Make our way plain before our face. What- 
ever our lot may be, during the new year, 
may we trust in Thee at all times. And do 
Thou never leave us nor forsake us. If sick- 
ness be sent to us, may we see Thine hand 
supporting us. If poverty afflict us, do Thou 
help and cheer us, and make us look only to 
Thee for help and comfort. If sorrow and 
affliction await us, may we confide in Thee 
alone, and find Thee to be a very present 
help in trouble. 

Lord Jesus, we know not what one day or 
hour may bring forth. We would riot boast 
ourselves of to-morrow. Give to each member 
of this our * Mothers' Meeting ' a good hope 
through grace, for herself, her husband, and hex* 
children, with all near and dear to her, so that 
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if, during this new year, Thou shouldst see 
fit to call any one of them away from this 
world, they may be found ready, waiting for 
the solemn change, resting upon Thee, O Thou 
Rock of Ages, for life, for death, and for eter- 
nity. Be Thou, now and evermore, the strength 
of our life, and our portion for ever. Hear us 
in Thine own gracious Name. Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 
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OGOD, our help in times that are past, 
unto Thee do we all come on our 
knees to-day, to thank Thee for having spared 
us, of Thy great mercy, to enter upon another 
year of our short lives. Guilty sinners as we 
all are. Thou dost, in love and tenderness, 
allow us to go even into Thy sacred presence, 
to pray to Thee, and to praise Thee, to im- 
plore Thy forgiveness of all the sins we have 
committed during the past year. Oh, wash 
our souls in Thy dear Son's most precious 
blood, and make them clean and pure. Say 
to each one among us. Thy sins are forgiven 
Thee ; and be Thou our daily guide, and show 
us what we ought to do, and how to serve and 
please Thee better day by day. 

We praise Thee that we are this day among 
the living, with time for repentance, and the 
power left to us to lead a new life. Forgive us 
the sins of our youth, and of our later years ; 
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wash them all out of Thy Book of remembrance. 
Help us now very seriously to mourn over 
our past wasted hours, misspent moments, to 
redeem the present time, remembering always 
that now only is the day of salvation. Lord, 
we know not what one day, or one hour, of 
this opening year may bring forth; but we 
desire to leave all things, all events, in Thine 
hands. We know that Thou wilt order all 
that befalls us for our eternal good and happi- 
ness, so that in life, or in death, we shall be 
safe in Thine arms. 

Help us all to live more to Thee, to value 
more highly Thy house of prayer, Thy blessed 
Word, Thy Holy Sacraments, Thy ministers. 
Christian teachers and friends, who lead us 
heavenward, the privileges of family and pri- 
vate prayer. May we begin this year, as we 
hope to begin each day of it, by falling low on 
our knees at Thy mercy seat, with the dear 
ones of our families. 

Bless all our loved ones, absent from us and 
present with us. If far away from us, watch 
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over and protect them in soul and body, and 
may we meet day by day in prayer before 
Thee. Make us this year more gentle, affec- 
tionate, and thoughtful to our husbands, and 
to our relations and friends, and more kind, 
patient, loving, and tender to our dear children ; 
more anxious for the good of our own souls, 
and for the welfare of those so dear to us. 
And if, during the course of this year, Thou 
shouldst see fit to send to any one of us to 
call us away from earth, oh may we be found 
ready to depart, ready for our solemn change, 
having a good hope through grace that we 
might hear those blessed words, ' Well done, 
good and faithful servant, enter thou into the 
joy of Thy Lord.' Guide us, one and all, by 
Thy counsel, and afterward receive us into 
glory. Be Thou the strength of our hearts, 
and our portion for ever, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 
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O FATHER of love and mercy, we come 
to Thee to-day, full of anxiety and 
sorrow, to plead with Thee in behalf of our 
dear suffering sister, upon whom Thou hast 
been pleased to lay Thy chastening hand. We 
know and are all persuaded, that in love and 
goodness to her soul Thou hast sent this pain 
and sickness upon her. We earnestly pray 
that she may truly profit by these hours of 
illness. Make her to know and to feel that 
she is in Thine hands, for life or for death. 
If it be Thy holy will, we beseech Thee to 
remove this affliction, to take away this sick- 
ness from her, to restore her to health, to spare 
her to live longer to Thy honour and glory. 
But if in Thy wisdom Thou dost see fit to 
call her hence, O prepare her, our dear sister, 
for the great and solemn change which awaits 
her. Fix her soul on Thee ; let her rest upon 
Thy love, and in Thy keeping. Loosen her 
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affections from things here below ; wean her 
from earth and this world. May she look ever 
upward and onward, and with sins forgiven, 
and calm trust in the pardoning love of Thy 
dear Son Jesus, may she rest on Christ's 
merits alone, and finally be received into the 
realms, of everlasting glory, there to reign with 
Thee for ever and ever. Hearken, O gracious 
God to Thy servants in our distress, and 
answer these our humble prayers as Thou 
seest best for us all, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, our only Mediator and Saviour. Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 
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OGOD, our refuge and strength, a very 
present help in trouble, we approach 
Thee to-day with hearts full of grief and of 
sadness. We desire to trust in Thee in all 
time of our sorrow and affliction, as well as 
in our time of joy and prosperity. Pitifully 
behold the sorrows of our hearts to-day. We 
come to plead with Thee to fulfil Thy gracious 
promise, to be the Father of the fatherless 
and the God of the widow, to our dear afflicted 
friend and sister, from whom, in Thine infinite 
wisdom, Thou hast been pleased to take away 
the kind and tender husband, her protector, 
guide, and companion, the fond and loving 
father of her little ones. But a short time 
since Thy servant knelt among us in happi- 
ness and in comfort ; now she sits weeping in 
her lonely home, mourning for him who has 
gone from her, never more to return. Oh! 
Lord Jesus, Thou who didst when on earth 
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weep bitter tears of sympathy in the home in 
Bethany, comfort our dear sister, we earnestly 
beseech Thee, with the comfort of the Holy 
Ghost. Thou hast not forgotten to be gra- 
cious ; Thou art full of compassion. Soothe 
and comfort our bereaved friend, we beseech 
Thee to-day. Make her fatherless children 
Thine especial care. Send them help from 
above, and evermore defend them from all 
evil. Raise up to them kind friends in their 
deep, affliction. May they learn to trust Thee 
more and more: may they find that Thou, 
O gentle Jesus! art able and willing to 
comfort and support them, and so help them 
here to live to Thy glory, that hereafter they 
may, as an unbroken family, meet again in 
that blessed land above, where there shall be 
no more sorrow, no more partings ; but where 
Thou shalt wipe the tears from off all faces. 
Hear and answer us for Thine own Name's 
sake. Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 
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O BLESSED Lord God, early would we 
seek Thee. We work and toil, many 
of us, very hardly for six days in the week ; 
grant that we may love to rest upon the 
seventh day, the Day set apart by Thee for 
Thy service, for the special care of our never- 
dying souls. O God, forgive us that we have 
not rightly hallowed our past Sabbaths. We 
have broken Thy commandment, * Remember 
the Sabbath day to keep it holy.' 

We are all so weak, so sinful, we cannot do 
any good thing without Thee ; so we come to 
Thee to-day, in earnest prayer, to ask Thee to 
teach us to love this holy Day of rest more 
and more. May every hour of each Sunday 
be spent, as we shall wish it had been passed 
when we come to die, and to appear before 
Thy judgment seat May we all feel, when it 
approaches, a holy joy and a hallowed calm. 
May we be able to say, with gladness, * This 
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IS the day whic^ the Lord hath made ; we will 
rejoice and be glad in it' May we love to go 
up to Thy House of prayer, to pour out our 
hearts before Thee, to hear Thy blessed Word, 
to sing Thy praises, to hearken to the glad 
tidings of salvation preached to us by Thy 
ministers. Give us, when there, the hearing 
ear and the understanding heart. Teach us 
to love to go up to Thy Sanctury, to grieve 
when kept away by any cause from worship- 
ping Thee in the great congregation. Make 
us, like David of old, to sing, * I was glad when 
they said unto me, let us go into the house 
of the Lord.* Let no small or trifling excuse 
keep us away from Thy courts. 

Let not Thy Sabbaths be to us a weariness, 
but a delight, a foretaste of that never-ending 
Sabbath which we all hope to spend in the 
blessed world above, when earthly Sabbaths 
are ended. Thanks be unto Thee for all our 
blessings and mercies; for the privileges we 
may all enjoy ; for the Communion of the 
Lord's Supper, of which Thou hast com- 
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manded us to partake in remembrance of His 
Death and Passion. May we, one and all, 
there kneeling before Thee, 'feed on Him 
in our hearts by faith, with thanksgiving,* 
O blessed Lord Jesus ! hear our feeble prayer. 
O Holy Spirit of Truth! lead us into all 
truth. May we not do our own work, or think 
our own thoughts, or seek our own pleasure, on 
this holy day ; but may our conversation be 
in heaven, our thoughts and affections there. 
O God, grant in mercy and love that not 
one of this our little band of sisters who meet 
together here at these ' Mothers' Meetings' may 
be absent constantly from Thy Church on 
earth, or be found wanting among the re- 
deemed in Thy temple above. There may we 
all spend an eternal Sabbath with Thee for 
ever and for ever. Hear us, O Heavenly 
Father, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 
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OLORD, our gracious God, who in Thy 
Holy Word hast bidden us to train up 
a child in the way in which he should go, and 
hast added the promise, that when he is old 
he shall not depart from it, we come to Thee 
to-day to plead with Thee very earnestly, 
very anxiously, for the dear children whom 
Thou hast given to us. Oh ! help us to teach 
them to * remember their Creator in the days 
of their youth/ May those so dear to us be 
dear to Thee. Graft in their hearts the love 
of Thy name. May truth be ever on their 
lips. May they follow in all things the ex- 
ample of Thy dear Son. May they strive to 
be, like Him, ever meek, humble, gentle, and 
obedient Put Thy holy fear into their young 
hearts, that they may think that which is 
right, and follow after holiness. 
We earnestly beseech Thee to help us to 
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teach our dear children that Thou art a God 
requiring truth in the inmost parts; that 
lying lips are an abomination unto Thee; 
that all false ways Thou dost utterly abhor. 
May they love to speak the truth always, 
at all times ; at home, with their parents, 
sisters, brothers ; and at school, with their 
companions, as well as to those set over 
them. May our little ones ever remember 
that Thine eye is upon them by night and 
by day, and that Thou knowest the very 
secrets of their hearts. May deceit and 
guile be far from them. May they only 
speak such words as are pleasing unto Thee, 
their God. 

O Lord Jesus, who dost love the lambs 
of Thy flock, call every wanderer home into 
Thy happy fold, and let them not stray 
from Thee. 

Keep them, we beseech Thee, from the 
evil which is in the world, from evil books 
and papers, from evil words, from evil 
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ways and evil men. Make them to hate sin, 
and to love that which is good, and pure, and 
holy. May they fear Thee, love Thee, serve 
Thee, all their life long. May they early learn 
to pray to Thee for all they need — ^at home 
by our knee, in Thy House of prayer, at school, 
at work, and at all times. May they love Thy 
Word, Thy Sabbath, Thy people, and choose 
companions who will help and not hinder 
them on their heavenly way. 

May they learn to know, and to feel, that 
the only one path of love, and peace, and true 
joy, is the narrow path which leads to heaven. 
And do Thou make them strong in Thee, so 
that sin, the world, the flesh, and the devil, 
may not have any hold upon them. Be with 
our older children, who may be absent from 
us, far away in distant lands. May they never 
forget that Christ's mark is on their brows. 
May they be Thy faithful soldiers and servants 
to their lives* end, and adorn the doctrine of 
God their Saviour in all things. If tempted 
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to sin, may they remember the holy lessons 
taught them by their mothers in their earliest 
days, when as yet they could but lisp the 
name of Jesus, and may they be strengthened 
by Thy power to refuse the evil and choose 
the good. May we be prudent, careful, patient, 
loving, and tender, in training up our dear 
children, and by example and precept teach 
them that Thy ways are ways of pleasantness, 
and all Thy paths are peace. May we pray 
for them and with them, teaching them to seek 
their Saviour early, leading them to Him 
now that they may dwell with Him hereafter 
in glory everlasting. May they learn that He 
loves the little children, and will specially 
bless them, having graciously invited them to 
Him, saying, * Suffer the little children to 
come unto Me and forbid them not, for of 
such is the kingdom of heaven.' May we rest 
assured that Thou wilt, in answer to our 
prayers, ever bless those little ones whom 
Thou hast given to us, that Thou wilt guide 
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them with Thy counsel, and afterward re- 
ceive them to glory. Hear and receive these 
our imperfect prayers for those so dear te us 
all, for Thine only Son's sake, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 
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